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In 1864, on a quiet San Francisco street, 

Toland Medical College opened its doors. 

Its aspirations were modest: training 

physicians, healing the sick, and serving 

a rapidly expanding local population.

The reach of the enterprise soon grew. 

When Toland joined the University  

of California in 1873, it changed the 

course of its own history and that of 

medical science as well. Over time, 

UCSF discoveries and breakthroughs 

would help shape medicine, science  

and health – close to home and around 

the globe.

   oday, with its fourfold  
    mission of teaching,  
research, patient care  
and community service, 
UCSF is one of the world’s 
premier biomedical  
institutions. As the only  
UC campus devoted  
exclusively to graduate 
study in the health  
sciences, UCSF dedicates 
itself to improving the 
health of people around  
the world by:

■	Educating the next 
generation of health- 
care professionals

■	Translating leading-edge 
scholarly and scientific 
research into knowledge, 
therapies and cures for 
debilitating diseases

■	Providing compassionate 
patient care 

■	Serving the local and 
global community  
through low-cost health-
care clinics, screening 
and prevention programs, 
public policy research 
and intervention, and 
initiatives to increase 
access to affordable 
health-care
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UCSF is located in 
numerous satellite sites 
throughout the city:

Parnassus Heights
■	Joseph M. Long  

Hospital
■	Herbert C. Moffitt  

Hospital
■	UCSF Medical Center
■	UCSF Children’s  

Hospital
■	Langley Porter  

Psychiatric Institute
■	Schools of Dentistry, 

Medicine, Nursing  
and Pharmacy and 
Graduate Division

Mount Zion
■	UCSF Helen Diller  

Family Comprehensive 
Cancer Center

■	Center of Excellence  
in Women’s Health

■	UCSF Osher Center for 
Integrative Medicine

■	Number of students: 2,951

■	Number of full- and part-time faculty  
and staff: 22,188

■	Number of residents (physicians, dentists 
and pharmacists in training): 1,450

■	Number of postdoctoral scholars: 1,120

■	Number of countries represented among 
students and postdoctoral scholars: 78

■	Annual budget: $2.6 billion

■ UCSF is San Francisco’s second largest 
employer, after the city itself.

Academic Distinctions
■	Nobel laureates:

J. Michael Bishop, MD, and Harold Varmus, MD, 
1989, for discovery of proto-oncogenes, showing  
that normal cellular genes can be converted to  
cancer genes

Stanley Prusiner, MD, 1997, for discovery of an  
entirely new class of proteins called prions,  
which cause rare, slowly progressing brain  
diseases such as mad cow disease in animals and 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease in humans

■	Albert Lasker award winners: 10

■	National Medal of Science award winners: 3

■	National Academy of Science members: 32

■	Institute of Medicine members: 75

■	American Association for the Advancement  
of Science members: 36

■	American Society of Clinical Investigators  
members: 95

■	Howard Hughes Medical Institute  

investigators: 14

■	Research awards from all sources:  
$764 million

■	Research awards from public sources:  
$620 million

A Leader in 
Technology 
Transfer 
UCSF holds more than 
1,600 active issued  
United States and foreign 
patents, including the  
UC system’s top revenue 
producer for the past  
15 years – the hepatitis B 
vaccine.

Other patents include:

■	A cochlear implant  
that helps deaf people 
hear

■	Aids for the learning 
disabled

■	A technique for  
delivering medicines  
to the body’s cells

■	A form of recombinant 
DNA used for production 
of therapeutic agents

■	Magnetic resonance 
imaging

Laurel Heights

■	Center for Health  
and Community

■	Institute for Health 
Policy Studies

■	Institute for Health  
and Aging

■	Global Health Sciences
■	Social and behavioral 

sciences departments
■	UCSF administrative 

functions

UCSF Mission Bay

■	57.5-acre biomedical 
research campus  
on San Francisco’s  
eastern waterfront

■	Future site of  
women’s, children’s and 
cancer hospitals

■	Opened in 2003, to be 
completed in 2020

San Francisco General 
Hospital Medical Center

San Francisco Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center


